IN MEMORIAM: CHRIS DAVIDSON (1944-2022),
THE IDAHO BOTANIST WHO BOTANIZED THE WORLD

Christopher Robert Davidson was a 4th-generation
Idahoan, and specifically a 4th-generation son of Boise,
who was passionate about the world’s plants (Fig. 1).
The geographic center of his botanical world was Idaho,
but his botanical interests and travels took him across
six of the world’s seven continents. Chris had a deep,
lifelong pleasure and wonder in all of the natural world,
but particularly in geology and living organisms, and
especially the flowering plants. He delighted in living
plants equally in cultivation and in their natural habi-
tats, and found his life’s work in cultivating plants and
documenting them in their natural living places. Chris
contributed personally to our knowledge of phytodiver-
sity, biogeography, morphology, systematics, taxonomy,
and paleobotany for dozens of plant families, and to
the development of capacity for plant science and con-
servation across dozens of countries. Through all of
his work and life he was unfailingly collaborative, sup-
portive, faithful, enthusiastic, and scientifically solid
as a colleague, and a friend to many people around the
world.

Chris’s Idaho forebears included C. W. Moore, a suc-
cessful figure in the 1860s gold rush of Idaho, and
Moore and his descendants went on to help found and
develop Boise through investment and philanthropy.
Chris grew up in Boise, but spent many of his sum-
mers in the skiing and backcountry jumping-off town of
McCall, on Payette Lake in west-central Idaho, where
he discovered and nurtured his passion for natural
history (Ertter, 2023). His mother, Marjorie “Moonie”
Moore Davidson (1910-2000), divorced his father, Rob-
ert Davidson, when he was a child and married his
father’s cousin Charles M. “Charlie” Davidson (1897—
1971), who became Chris’s father in all ways that mat-
tered. And, Charlie introduced Chris early on to the
love of gardens and plants that became the focal point
of his life.

Chris grew up in Boise, Idaho, from 1944 through
1962, in a time when broad new social changes were
underway in American culture, and he matured during
the heyday of the West Coast counterculture movement.
He read widely in literature, science, and mainstream
as well as counterculture publications, and looked at
all the new ideas in the air in those days. In 1964 he
ran into Ken Kesey and the Merry Pranksters on their
psychedelic bus, and invited them up to McCall where
they were courteously hosted by Charlie and Moonie.
As a young man, Chris began his own life of travel and

roamed all the way to western Washington State for
undergraduate studies at Whitman College in Walla
Walla. Here he started with geology but quickly moved
his gaze to botany, and graduated in 1966 with a de-
gree in biology. Chris then continued his botanical
studies with Ph.D. work at Claremont College in south-
ern California. Here he worked with Robert Thorne
and Sherwin Carlquist, and spent his free time explor-
ing the plants and geology of southern California. His
dissertation work focused on the morphology, anatomy,
and biogeography of the Datiscaceae (Davidson, 1973,
1976). The relationships and distribution of this fam-
ily were enigmatic for a long time. At that time the
Datiscaceae included three genera and four species,
with one species in western North America, one rang-
ing from southern Europe to central Asia, and two spe-
cies found from southeastern Asia through Australasia.
(These genera are currently treated in two families,
the Datiscaceae with one genus and the disjunct North
American—FEurasian range, and the Tetramelaceae with
the tropical Asian-Australasian range.) Chris’s gradu-
ate studies included extensive botanical fieldwork in
Mexico, various Pacific Islands, and eight countries
from southeast Asia through Australasia: Philippines,
Hong Kong, Sabah, western Malaysia, Singapore, Java,
Bali, and New Guinea (e.g., Davidson, 1975). This
travel and the in-depth study of Datiscaceae were
the beginning of three more lifelong interests: tropical
plants in their native habitat; poorly studied flowering
plant families of uncertain affinity; and long-distance
range disjunctions.

Chris finished his M.A. in 1968 and his Ph.D. in
1973, and immediately took a job as a curator at the
Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County. He
worked here during 1973-1981, and developed an ac-
tive scientific program of fieldwork and herbarium de-
velopment. In the LAM herbarium, he expanded the
collection significantly with his own collections, spec-
imen gifts, and an exchange program, and he also ac-
cepted, incorporated, and curated 70,000 specimens
transferred to LAM from the University of Southern Cal-
ifornia. Chris’s botanical vision had already expanded
far beyond the documentation of southern California’s
particular flora to all of western North America, and
now he joined the growing U.S. scientific community’s
turn to the biology of the American tropics (Raby,
2017). Here he found a wonderland of new plants. In
these years he was in the field as much as possible, and
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Figure 1.

developed an active program of botanical exploration
and collecting. He traveled widely across Mexico and
through Central and South America, and also devel-
oped several individual field projects in Guatemala,
Costa Rica, Bolivia, Brazil, and Peru. Here, in these
few years he personally collected ca. 10,700 specimen
numbers. In Brazil he joined field parties from the New
York Botanical Garden’s Programa Flora project ex-
ploring the lowland Amazon forest; in Costa Rica he
ran his own project to document the coastal Tortuguero
area; and in Bolivia he roamed across the eastern slopes
of the central Andean region. He also collaborated with
the Missouri Botanical Garden in tropical plant explo-
ration, and was appointed a Research Associate there
in 1978. The flora and fauna of the American tropics
were only generally known in the 1970s, so many of his
collections were discoveries of new species or new dis-
tributions. The logistics of travel to tropical regions
were also significantly less sophisticated than today, so
field trips in those times were expeditions that required
careful preparations, hard physical work, and some per-
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Chris Davidson with echidna in Western Australia, 2016. Photo by Sharon Christoph.

sonal risk, and took the explorer out of communication
with home for long periods. Study continues today of
his specimens from those trips, and they still provide
important distributional data for those regions.

Life changes were in the wind, however, and in 1981
Chris resigned his position at the Museum and re-
turned to Boise. Various family factors drew him back,
especially that his beloved daughter, Sara, was on her
way into his life and he wanted to raise future David-
sons back in Idaho (Fig. 2). Here he set up his new life
as a father and after his first year, a single one, with
some family income and a house near the family estate
where his mother lived. He began his new botanical
career as an independent botanical scholar and gar-
dener. Chris read widely, rambled in the field, and spent
his spare time white-water rafting on Idaho’s wild rivers.
He also now started a new botanical life that included
research on a suite of new projects. In his “spare time”
here during 1980-1985, he was variously the co-editor
or sole editor for Madrofio’s volumes 28 through 31,
which comprised ca. 1200 pages and 210 articles.
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Figure 2. Chris and Sara Davidson, 1988. Photo courtesy of Barbara Ertter.
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Chris now added another new botanical phase of his
life, with a focus on living garden collections in Idaho,
in both Boise and McCall. In 1984 Chris started a new,
larger, public garden project closer to home, the Idaho
Botanical Garden. For this he arranged the lease of a
plot of municipal land on the east side of Boise, which
had once been the farm for the old Idaho State Peniten-
tiary. A new prison facility had been built on a differ-
ent site in the 1970s, and by the 1980s the old prison
was a popular historical venue of the Idaho Historical
Society. The associated open lands were untended, and
represented horticultural opportunity to Chris. He as-
sembled a board of local leaders to act as directors and
some financial backing from his mother, and created
the second public botanical garden in the state. This
new botanical garden project leased this land, and Chris
was appointed its Executive Director in 1985. In this
role he oversaw the Garden’s initial establishment and
guided its development. He preserved the existing trees
and shrubs, and interwove among them irrigation and
trails and gardens with different ecological and horti-
cultural themes. Education and volunteer programs
were also started, and the new botanical garden began
to bloom with plants, students, and community support.
Chris maintained a leadership role here for several
years, and had a broad vision for a garden with a hor-
ticultural focus, an ongoing educational component,
and a formal scientific research component. The K-6
education program he and his staff set up was coor-
dinated with the science program of the Boise public
schools, and has hosted thousands of students and con-
tinues through today. Chris also began his own scien-
tific project here to understand the pollinators of the
native flora, and conducted numerous, as yet unpub-
lished observations for this over several seasons (Ertter,
2023). However, the visions of the future for the Idaho
Botanical Garden began to diverge among the man-
agement team, and Chris eventually resigned from his
role here and moved his attention to his other priori-
ties. Chris did, however, continue to benefit from one
of his projects at the Botanical Garden: while he was
the trainer of volunteer docents there, he met Sharon
Christoph (Fig. 3), who eventually became his wife and
long-term close botanical collaborator.

And although he had retired from the Idaho Botani-
cal Garden, Chris was nowhere near finished creating
gardens. When his mother died in 2000, he inherited
his childhood house with its grounds and water rights,
and some expanded financial resources from the family
legacy. Chris and Sharon married in 2001, razed and
rebuilt the deteriorating Warm Springs Avenue resi-
dence, and developed its grounds into an extensive
private garden just for themselves. Chris retained and
nurtured the numerous old fruit trees his mother and
stepfather had grown, including many varieties of plums,

and he and Sharon nurtured their new “hybrid” family
of Chris’s daughter and Sharon’s two children. The
home garden at the family estate covers almost three
acres, and today contains a diverse collection of bo-
tanically notable Asian and North American plants
that are adequate in their diversity for teaching a bot-
any course. And, the Boise home garden is landscaped
with numerous, carefully selected ornamental rocks,
selected variously for their ornamental value and geo-
logical interest; some of these come from as far afield
as China.

Simultaneously, Chris refurbished and expanded the
large horticultural gardens on the family land on Pay-
ette Lake, in central Idaho. His stepfather Charlie
had trained as a landscape architect at Harvard, after
an adventurous youth with summers spent in what
was then central Idaho’s backcountry in McCall. Here
Charlie’s father fell in love with Payette Lake, and
made his summer spot where the rustic, Adirondack-
style Sylvan Beach Resort had hosted tent camping in
1906-1929 (Newcomer, 2015). Charlie’s father built a
lakeside cabin by hand in 1918 for a local family, and
eventually took it over for himself. This cabin has been
continuously used and updated by family relations
through today. The owner of the old tenting resort
managed to keep his land most of the way through the
Depression, and in the final years, 1938-1939, some
facilities here hosted the production crew for the film
Northwest Passage. This land was then purchased by
Charlie’s father, and eventually passed down to him.
Where the resort’s vegetable garden had been, Charlie
built his dream horticultural garden in the 1950s
under mixed conifer forest dominated by ponderosa
pine. Charlie actively maintained this personal garden
until his death in 1971, and it was then kept going by
Chris’s mother and brother, and became a focal point
for botany in Chris’s life. Chris took over managing
Charlie’s Garden in 2001 and began building exten-
sively on what his stepfather had made. Chris signifi-
cantly expanded the garden with additional ornamen-
tal beds, water features, expanded irrigation, and many
new botanically interesting perennials. He also land-
scaped both Charlie’s Garden and the Sylvan Beach
house site with more rock installations. Many of these
rocks were “wild-collected” in Idaho by Chris himself,
using his customized pickup truck with a heavy-duty
crane installed on the back. Charlie’s Garden is still
a private garden, but the public has visited since the
1950s. The site is much beloved in McCall. More than
700 couples had been married there by the year 2000,
and the weddings have continued steadily since and
include that of Sharon and Chris’s own son Pat.

In 2002 Chris began yet another phase of his botan-
ical work when he and Sharon started traveling around
the world to find and photograph various plant families,
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especially those with unusual morphology and enig-
matic relationships and distribution (Fig. 4). These
adventures turned into the work that occupied their
next years, floraoftheworld.org (FotW) and the Botani-
cal Research Foundation of Idaho. These two organiza-
tions formed an integrated whole for a systematic ex-
ploration and documentation of the world’s living plant
diversity, and provided support for a broad program
of capacity development in tropical botany and con-
servation. And, these were entirely self-funded by
Chris. The first of these two projects was officially initi-
ated in 2008, with the development of a website they
registered as <https://floraoftheworld.org/>, purchase
of a shiny new server in their basement to host it, and
the formulation of specific project objectives (Fig. 5).
For the FotW project Chris and Sharon set out on a
systematic plan to document all the world’s flowering
plant families and genera, with vouchered photos of liv-
ing plants in their habitats, and they made these photos

Chris Davidson and Sharon Christoph in Charlie’s Garden, McCall, Idaho, 2012. Photo courtesy of Barbara

freely available on their website (Miller, 2018). To
date, FotW has available more than 230,000 electronic
images, corresponding to around 11,200 plant species
(and 13,000 total taxa) with carefully confirmed identi-
fications and vouchers deposited in public institutions.
Their herbarium specimen vouchers are deposited in
both the country where they were collected and one
or more U.S. herbaria, mainly the Snake River Plains
(SRP) and Missouri Botanical Garden (MO) collections.
The target plants were all photographed in the field by
Chris, Sharon, and a few colleagues across the world,
and in collaboration with local botanists worldwide.
Their FotW project aimed to fill a gap in knowledge of
the world’s plants by systematically documenting with
digital images the living morphology of all flowering
plant diversity, and their photos have been widely used
(e.g., Fig. 6). The FotW project was fully mapped out
and well underway toward basic coverage of all the
world’s plant families, with the final travel plans and
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Figure 4.  Chris Davidson and Sharon Christoph in the field, on Voledan Chimaborazo, Ecuador, 2011. Photo courtesy of
Carmen Ulloa.
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Figure 5. The original logo for floraoftheworld.org, featur-
ing Philadelphus lewisii Pursh, the state flower of Idaho.

completion celebration all arranged, when the APG
II classification of the flowering plants was published
(Angiosperm Phylogeny Group, 2003). APG 1I was a
deeply revised classification of all the flowering plants
based on the first widely sampled molecular systematic
data, and this new classification recognized more than
twice as many plant families as previous ones. APG 11

rocked the botanical world by altering our entire un-
derstanding of flowering plant diversity, and making
the reference books immediately obsolete. As a result,
Chris and Sharon’s finish line for having pictures of at
least one member of all the flowering plant families was
abruptly moved from around 200 families, depending
on taxonomic taste, to 486. After taking a deep breath
and a bit of time to adjust to this change, Chris and
Sharon adopted APG II’s family list as their new project
plan and set out to add all the newly recognized ones to
their photograph set. For this project they flew around
the world to 45 countries—many of them more than
once—and met with local collaborators in each place
to drive, and often walk, and sometimes travel by boat
to widely separated, often remote areas where the world’s
most unusual plants can be found in their natural hab-
itats (Fig. 7). Between 2000 and 2020, they spent 1214
days in the field photographing and collecting (exclu-
sive of travel to and from the field), or ca. 3.3 years’
worth of their time. This heroic trekking left them only
five families short of completion when Chris died.

As Chris pursued his worldwide program of field ex-
ploration, he further expanded his botanical vision and
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Figure 6. Book cover using photos from floraoftheworld.org.

goals: to give encouragement and financial support for
individual botanical projects of merit and need, and to
form international networks and initiatives for biodi-
versity study and conservation. This support was given
through his and Sharon’s Botanical Research Founda-
tion of Idaho, also formalized in 2008 (Fig. 8). They
generously provided funding for a wide variety of flo-
ristic projects that they considered significant, such
as Flora of North America’s Volume 9 (Flora of North
America Editorial Committee, 2014), an updated edi-
tion of the Flora of the Pacific Northwest (Hitchcock et
al., 2018), a popular wildflower guide for ecotourists
in the Andes of Ecuador (Ulloa Ulloa & Ferndndez,
2015), an online technical botanical glossary (Mori &
Smith, 2012), botanical research and infrastructure
support for Boise State University, and a guide to gar-
dening with native species in coastal East Africa (Out-
water et al., 2019). They also provided small grants for
travel to meetings and fieldwork by numerous individ-
ual botanists around the world, and much-needed sup-
port for individual projects of interest to them, often
botanical gardens, as well as several international bo-
tanical programs. These programs included a collabo-
rative network among botanists in various countries in
the Caucasus, and botanical exploration plus herbar-
ium development at the Limbe Botanical Garden in
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Cameroon, the CHAPA herbarium in southern Mexico,
and the HOXA herbarium in central Peru. In particu-
lar, these last two institutions both used their support
to recruit and train numerous students and collect tens
of thousands of plant specimens in explorations of
areas never previously visited by scientists. Their work
has discovered hundreds of new plant species as well
as rediscovering some thought to be extinct, and has
provided the data needed to supported formal conser-
vation measures in those areas.

Chris also worked to develop capacity through other
organizations. He spent a number of years on the board
of the Organization for Tropical Studies (OTS), from
the mid-1990s through 2009, where he helped de-
velop educational as well as research infrastructure at
their international network of field stations, and sup-
ported their field biology classes. He also spent a de-
cade on the board of the ACEER Foundation, whose
mission in southern Peru is to develop “local and
global environmental leaders who work to conserve and
restore functioning landscapes in the Amazon Basin
and beyond” (<https://aceer.org/>). Chris was given
the 2020 ACEER Legacy Award for his outreach work
with this organization, including significant funding of
their Conservation Fellows and Conservation Learning
programs.
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Figure 7. Chris Davidson and the HOXA herbarium team in the field in Peru. Photo courtesy of Rodolfo Viquez.
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Chris Davidson and Sharon Christoph
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Figure 8. A Botanical Research Foundation of Idaho spon-
sorship acknowledgment, with characteristic signatures from
Chris Davidson and Sharon Christoph. Courtesy of Barbara
Ertter.

In the 2010s Chris and Sharon also began to work
closely with another plant conservation and capacity-
building organization, the Center for Conservation and
Sustainable Development (CCSD) of the Missouri Bo-
tanical Garden (MBG). The CCSD has a long-term com-
mitment to training and infrastructure development
with a set of institutions in Latin America, which con-
tinues and formalizes collaborations that MBG had
for more than three decades in four Andean countries.
Chris began developing even more new ways to imple-
ment his tropical conservation and training goals in
collaboration with CCSD director Olga Martha Mon-
tiel. They formulated a program to implement capacity-
building via fellowships and training courses, and ex-
plore other ways that a U.S. institution can help sustain
in-country tropical infrastructure. Chris and Sharon
formalized this association in 2015, with an advisory
position for him and a contribution from their Botani-
cal Research Foundation to CCSD’s endowment to fund
these activities into the future. This set the test of his
ideas in motion, and Chris found that this approach
very nicely produced the capacity-building he wanted
to see, and he began to develop similar programs with
other U.S. institutions. His next initiative was aimed at
creating a similar program for tropical African botany,
in collaboration with the Smithsonian Institution. Un-
fortunately, Chris did not have time to bring this next
project to fruition, but the framework is now developed
for others to use.

During all these years Chris maintained his deep
and active interest in botanical gardens, for both their
traditional role of display and research and their now-
growing role in plant conservation. He worked on this
theme with the American Association of Botanic Gar-
dens and Arboreta (now the American Public Gardens
Association), and had a particular interest in devel-

opment of African gardens. In particular, in 2002 he
helped launch the African Botanic Gardens Network
(Willis et al., 2002), and separately provided advice
and support for maintenance work at the Limbe Botanic
Garden in Cameroon and development of the private
Brackenhurst Botanical Garden in Kenya.

In addition to these numerous and varied projects
and the wide-ranging fieldwork for FotW, Chris also
continued his own scientific research (Appendix 1).
He developed a collaboration with colleagues at Boise
State University and the Snake River Plains Herbarium
(SRP), conveniently located close to his home. From
the small plant family Datiscaceae he now turned his
attention to the large tropical plant family Piperaceae,
which has more than 4000 species found in tropical
regions worldwide but is not well studied. These plants
are notable for their reduced morphology, making it dif-
ficult to find their differentiating characteristics, and
for having a very large number of species that, how-
ever, nearly all belong to two genera, Peperomia 1. and
Piper L. Chris collaborated on Piperaceae with James F.
Smith, botany professor and molecular systematist at
Boise State, along with various colleagues and students
there and elsewhere to understand the relationships
and diversification of these plants. His interest focused
on their evolutionary relationships, morphology, bioge-
ography, and time of origin (Smith et al., 2008; Jara-
millo et al., 2008; Simmonds et al., 2021). The dating
of Piperaceae’s origin and diversification took Chris
back to his original scientific interests, botany and ge-
ology. Chris also worked to bring Boise State plant evo-
lutionary biologist Sven Buerki from his native Swit-
zerland to join the faculty there. Chris and Sven had
collaborated when Sven was a freshly graduated post-
doctoral fellow (Buerki et al., 2013; Fig. 9), and Chris
strongly believed that Sven’s capacities would improve
Boise State’s program. He then worked with Jim Smith
and the newly arrived Sven to organize a scientific
conference on ways to understand and conserve global
biodiversity at Boise State in 2018, with a stellar group
of invited speakers. This was a test for another new
scientific project, to develop a regular symposium pro-
gram there similar to the recently terminated Annual
Systematics Symposium of the Missouri Botanical Gar-
den. Since then Chris and Sven developed a close on-
going collaboration in tropical plant exploration, stud-
ies of Piperaceae, Sapindaceae, and Pandanaceae, and
development of FotW, and Sven will support carrying
their projects forward now.

Most recently Chris’s attention had circled back
again to geology, this time investigating plant fossils at
sites both in remote areas visited by international expe-
ditions, and right at home in Idaho. One of the speakers
in the 2018 symposium, Peter Wilf, highlighted as-
tounding new discoveries in his field site in Patagonia,
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Figure 9.  Front, left to right, Chris Davidson, 1; back, the tree from which the type
collection made for Podonepheium davi bindaceae); New Caledonia, 2011.
Photo courtesy of Porter P. Low
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Argentina, in Lower Paleocene strata, which has excep-
tionally well-preserved fossils including flowers. Wilf
and his team have documented a variety of new rec-
ords, including earlier first dates for various plant fam-
ilies (e.g., Escapa et al., 2018; Wilf et al., 2017) and
the survival here of individual Gondwanan plant groups
through the catastrophic end of the Cretaceous (e.g.,
Jud et al., 2018). Chris was intoxicated by the discov-
eries, and immediately volunteered to join them in the
field. He worked with Wilf’s team on two trips to the
cold Patagonian desert, under challenging physical
conditions but surrounded by rocks filled with new dis-
coveries. Chris was also fascinated by fossil discover-
ies being made in Idaho, by Robert Rember at his pri-
vate site in northern Idaho and by long-time Idaho
botanist, friend, and McCall neighbor Barbara Ertter
right on the shore of Payette Lake. In fact, Chris first
discovered this last site in 1977, but its finds were
deemed uninteresting by paleobotanists of the time so it
was abandoned. Barbara rediscovered the site in 2014,
and it is no longer considered uninteresting. This site,
accessible only in low water, has yielded unexpected
new Miocene ecological and floristic records for the area
and some significant new fossil species. This fossil out-
crop lies in Ponderosa State Park, so it is protected,
and the work on this dig was conducted by Ertter and
park staff and watched by Chris and Sharon from their
cabin deck across the lake.

In between all those projects Chris managed to get
in regular fieldwork, in any spare moment, to explore,
photograph, and collect in North America in the com-
pany of numerous colleagues, both locals and visitors
from other parts of the country and from other coun-
tries. Between international trips, he documented the
flora across Idaho and widely elsewhere, including the
Appalachian Mountains in North Carolina, Death Val-
ley and the Mojave Desert in California, Zumwalt Prai-
rie and Steens Mountain in Oregon, and the Owyhee
Mountains and Hell’s Canyon on the Idaho-Oregon
border. True to form, he had more trips planned that
could not be completed in the final year when his health
failed, including western Paraguay, his newly discov-
ered world of Japan, the Ozark Mountains, and the Raft
River Mountains in northern Utah.

And, along with all these projects Chris had re-
turned in recent years to another of his early scientific
interests, disjunct plant distributions. When he died,
he was in the process of synthesizing his decades of
study of plant families and genera, their distributions,
and geology into a broad review of our current un-
derstanding of this aspect of plant diversity. He had
started to draft this synthesis, and it is to be hoped that
we, his friends with lesser but diverse knowledge, can
finish a small part of the review of plant disjunctions
and document the last few families for FotW.
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Figure 10. Chris Davidson’s characteristic hedgehog
signature.

Chris’s nature was unfailingly generous and positive
in outlook, and his work to improve the world around
him ranged far beyond botanical activities. He and
Sharon were significant funders of various recipients
they found worthy, ranging from Boise cultural insti-
tutions and a science building for his undergraduate
alma mater to a school in rural Ghana. Also of deep
value to them both was the understanding of their goals
and recognition from scientific colleagues, who have so
far named one genus and ten extant species of flower-
ing plants in their honor (Appendix 2), and soon will
name a new fossil species from Payette Lake (Ertter,
2023). Chris was a well-loved husband, father, and
grandfather, and he was a valued colleague and much-
appreciated friend to many, many colleagues in the
worldwide botanical community. His influences on our
botanical field are extensive, and were effected through
quiet collaborations that let others take the visible
credit.

Chris was deeply connected to the natural world,
including in having his own animal totems. He found
kinship in the hedgehog and echidna (Fig. 1), and con-
sidered himself fortunate when he met with one of
them personally. He adopted this as one of his personal
identities, El Erizo (Fig. 10). Another identity was Har-
ald Harebrush, who looked surprisingly like Groucho
Marx (Fig. 8) and whose commentary sounded a lot like
that of Mark Twain. Chris regarded himself as hedge-
hog kin due to his supposedly spiny personality, but he
was never anything like that. Chris was notable per-
sonally for his gentle manner, sly wit, broad botanical
knowledge, generosity in all things, intense curiosity,
and love of both plants and champagne; for being a
thoroughly good man; and for his endless, pure sense
of wonder.
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2013. Gesneriaceae; French Guiana, Guyana. In honor
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